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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Justold - Classic Cha mi Orinda

11 Valley View Dr | 5 BR | 4 BA | 2,493 sqft | $2,320,000
Sold off-market prior to preparation for sale
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FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Orinda reviews first year’s progress with new sales tax

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda is beginning to see the
power of youth. Reviewing
progress on wildfire prepared-
ness over the past year, one
idea that came to the fore was
involving schools in getting the
messages out about evacuation,
vegetation clearance, and home
hardening. These are some of
the major goals of the Supple-
mental Sales Tax Oversight
Commission, which was put in
place by the increased sales tax
measure approved by Orinda
voters in November 2020, and
presented its first annual re-
view to a joint meeting with the
Orinda City Council on March
23.

Commission Chair Judd
Hammon presented the report,
which also covered some of the
work of the former Citizen In-
frastructure Oversight Commis-
sion, which the SSTOC replaced,
because the SSTOC only had its
first meeting in March of 2021.
Hammon was the chair of the
CIOC at the time and transi-
tioned to the SSTOC. Among
the accomplishments of the
SSTOC, the report praises
Orinda staff, residents and non-
resident property owners for

having made important
progress in reducing wildfire
risk in Orinda and preparing
for emergencies in general.

The report included exam-
ples, including that quite a few
Orinda property owners have
significantly reduced haz-
ardous fuels on their proper-
ties, many through help from
the Orinda Firewise Council.
The city itself procured a chip-
per and truck and started an
Orinda Chipping Program; up-
dated the pilot Red-Flag Day
parking restriction program on
El Toyonal; cleared city proper-
ties to meet new MOFD code re-
quirements; supported two
mock evacuation drills and
posted multiple announce-
ments through the Orinda Out-
look, social media and local
newspapers.

Nevertheless, significant
concerns remain. According to
the SSTOC, portions of critical
evacuation routes are still lined
with dangerous, fire-prone veg-
etation too close to the road and
may have issues with cars
parked along very narrow,
winding roadways. Far too
many properties do not provide
adequate defensible space
around structures and far too
few homes meet even mini-

mum fire-hardening recom-
mendations. The SSTOC con-
cluded that many residents are
not well prepared for emergen-
cies in general.

Although Measure R is in-
tended to deal with both fire
safety and the city’s roads and
drains, it has been the city’s pri-
ority to use most of the Mea-
sure R taxes in the beginning to
focus on the critical issue of
wildfire and emergency pre-
paredness. The city’s roads are
now considered to be in very
good shape, with the roads that
still need repair scheduled to be
completed by the end of 2023
without the need for Measure R
funds. The average condition
of Orinda roads in 2006 was
poor, but work conducted with
funds from the previous sales
tax has successfully raised
them to an average of very
good.

Chair Hammon, in re-
sponse to questions from the
council, noted that “since we
had made such good progress
on roads, and our drains are
not in such bad shape, we could
take our foot off the gas and fo-
cus on fire for some years. This
is what we’ve been doing, and

the city staff has stepped up in
a fantastic fashion to deal with
roads and drains.”

Storm drains are a signifi-
cant issue. The city is currently
performing video inspections of
storm drains. Large pipes are
scheduled for replacement
through the capital equipment
project. The $205,000 2020
storm drain improvement pro-
ject included four large pipes,
two on Miner Road, one on
Camino Pablo, and one on
Camino Sobrante. No measure
R funds were required. Smaller
pipes under Orinda roads are
often replaced as part of the an-
nual paving project. However,
there are still many large storm
drain pipes at risk of failure. It
is estimated that Measure R
funds will be required for
storm drain work in fiscal year
2024-25.

Council Member Amy
Worth noted that one of the
challenges moving forward is
having a housing element that
enables us to have money for
roads and drains. She added
that the city does receive trans-
portation funds from the
county, and that Orinda is the
only community that puts solid

waste fees into roads. Council
Member Nick Kosla agreed that
drains are crucial to emergency
preparedness. “Look at Miner
Road,” he suggested, imagining
how a disastrous sinkhole like
the one that occurred in the be-
ginning of 2017 would have
negatively impacted evacuation
in the event of an emergency.
For fiscal year 2020-21,
Measure R sales tax has pro-
duced revenues of $785,786.
Expenditures of $198,438 were
used for the new chipper ser-
vice, and by public works and
parks on work to reduce haz-
ards and trim or remove vege-
tation, with $32,370 spent of
staff and consultant support,
and $1,341 on legal services.
However, the statistics come
from very early in the time
frame of the program. The un-
expended balance of $587,348
will be partially carried over to
fiscal year 2021-22 activities, in-
cluding the purchase of a truck
and chipper. The city’s annual
audit resulted in a clean opin-
ion. The report also contains
extensive information about
funding for roads and drains,
which benefit from a large
number of different sources.

The full report is available at https://cityoforinda.box.com/s/aqrelwbwvOwc37m5hkju2o8a0sta7bup
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ORINDA | $1,998,000

5br/3ba single-story, mid-century modern home features an excellent floor plan on a large flat lot with a big yard, all located in a peaceful location. Pending with multiple offers.

June Young 925.775.8819
juneyoungrealtor@gmail.com | CalRE #01925454

ORINDA | $1,446,500
A breathtaking modern retreat. Sleek contemporary home w/patio, balcony and views. 40BarbaraRd.com

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

MORAGA | $525,000
109 Ascot Court #C. This lovely townhome is all dolled up and ready for you to enjoy. Sold for $675,000.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle.holcenberg@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01373412
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